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“The souls of the just are in the hands of God.”  That’s 
an encouraging sentiment, especially in its original 
context where it was applied to soldiers who were killed 
in battle or others who lives were cut short, and the 
survivors wondered what they had done to deserve 
that. 

In these days we are not so firmly locked into the belief 
that if a person dies before living out a full life, they 
must have done something bad.  But we might still 
wonder about whether their souls were just or not.  And 
that can cause us a great deal of worry. 

The Mass of Remembrance serves the purpose of giving 
us a chance to recall with warm feelings in our heart the 
good we’ve experienced in the lives of our loved ones.  
It’s also a moment to remember how much fuller, how 
much more considerate the justice of God is like.  God’s 
ways are not our ways and his thoughts are not our 
thoughts, and so we have to set aside our images of 
justice that are bound to this world.  We can be sure 
that when we come to full knowledge of God, we will 
understand more deeply his justice, and particularly 
how it is wedded to his mercy.  It will make sense to us 
and we will have no quarrel with it. 

In the meantime, we have inklings that can help us 
abide in peace, just as we live from the firm hope and 
trust that our loved ones are abiding in peace, too.  One 
of those inklings is present in the mere fact of wanting 
to remember them and think well of them.  Could we do 
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that without an impulse from God, whose memory is 
better than ours and who has the unparalleled position 
of being the one who created them out of love and knit 
them together in their mother’s womb? 

Remembering is so important for us, but we are hardly 
the only ones who are engaged in it.  God remembers, 
too, and he does so with a love that knows no bounds. 

The Book of Wisdom reminds us that “those who trust 
in God shall understand truth,” and “his care is with 
those he has chosen.”  Our celebration of this Mass is an 
invitation to be led more deeply into an understanding 
of the love of God. 

Our remembering is important for us, too.  This 
becomes more and more the case as we get older and 
the number of our loved ones who have passed over 
from this life increases.  We feel more fully the truth 
that the bonds of affection do not end with the passing 
of someone from this life to the next.  Those bonds 
increase our longing and our hope and St. Paul reminds 
us that hope does not disappoint. 

The key reality in the whole question of God’s justice is 
that Christ did not wait to offer himself for us.  It was 
while we were still sinners that he died for us. God, in 
the person of Jesus, chose to die for all he wanted to 
justify and reconcile to God.  That applies to all of us.  
It’s how God proves his love for us. 
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And still, there lingers those questions in the back of our 
minds, “What if?”  What if that’s not enough.  Worry 
can be a difficult temptation to overcome.  We can 
respond to such thoughts by tying our love to the love 
of God and recognizing that ours does not operate 
separately from his.   

Our love is an expression of God’s love.  The very fact of 
its existence is a cause for hope.  It's a recognition of the 
incompatibility of life eternal as a sense of loss.  If we 
cannot imagine life in heaven without our loved ones 
being present there, that becomes a springboard for 
thinking about how completely God goes about the 
work of reconciling us to himself.  God remains active 
throughout the process of purification so that we will be 
ready for the life of glory.   

As we take this moment to remember those loved ones 
who have passed away this past year it is an occasion to 
think about how present God is to us and how present 
God continues to be to them.  Our memories of them 
remain strong.  Our bonds with them continue, and our 
hopes for them are well-founded. 

Jesus says, “This is the will of the one who sent me, that 
I should not lose anything of what he gave me, but that I 
should raise it on the last day.”  The Father and Jesus 
are of one mind and one desire when it comes to the 
fate of those who have been purchased by the Blood of 
the Lamb.  They will not be lost, but also come to 
fullness of life in the kingdom of God. 


